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LL.M. Program Planned for Next Year Pending Approval
will give law students already holding the JD degree the
opportunity to expand their knowledge of criminal law theory.
Applicants to the program will not need to have concentrated in
criminal law for their JD; however, they should have had good
grades in law school. Ms. Carrey explained that the program will
be suited for district attorneys, prosecutors, and anyone else
interested in criminal law.
L.LM. students, it is said, will need to take 24 credits to
graduate. Full and part time study will be available. Tuition will
be slightly higher than regular law school tuition.
Frank Jacobson, a Criminal Law Center fellow, indicated
that the movement to get an LL.M. program at UB Law is in
large part due to Professor Markus Dubber. Commenting on
Professor Dubber's achievements at the Law School like setting
up the Criminal Law Center and the LL.M. program he said, "He
gets shit done" .

by Sol Sandberg
The University at Buffalo School of Law is planning to
offer a Master of Laws in Criminal Law in 1998-1999, according
to the Buffalo Criminal Law Center's site on the Internet and
students involved with the Criminal Law Center.
However, the decision to go public with the program has
not yet been made by the administration because the program has
not yet been approved by the necessary accrediting authorities
including the American Bar Association, the Department of
Education, and the University at Buffalo.
It is not clear at this stage whether the school will offer
the LL.M . degree next year for other subjects besides criminal law.
Corinne Carey, a fellow of the Criminal Law Center, said
that the Masters in Criminal Law will be a one year program which

SBA Approves BPILP/CO-OP Fellowships

May Day Celebration to be Held
at Professor McCluskey's House

by Mindy Marranca
On Tuesday, SBA approved the recipients of the Summer
1998 Co-Op fellowships . A co-op fellowship is jointly sponsored
by an SBA organization, BPILP, and SBA. This year three
organizations raised the required $1000 to be able to sponsor a
summer fellow. BPILP, SBA and the participating organizations
are proud to announce this year 's recipents:
LALSA Co-Op: Irma Jaimes-Solis, IL, will be working

by Sol Sandberg
UB Law School and the National Lawyers Guild will be
sponsoring an" End of the Year Celebration" on May Day, Friday,
May 1, 1998. The celebration will be held at 4:30 p.m . at the
home of Professor Martha McCluskey. Refreshments and live
entertainment will be provided. Kids and families are welcome to
attend .
At the celebration, Dean Nils Olsen will make
introductory remarks. Guests are asked to bring a desert or beverage
to share, and are encouraged to discuss activism at UB, public
interest law, and the future of UB's Guild Chapter.

Continued on page 5
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Editorial: Veni Veni Veni Vale

Well, the Opinion has wined you, dined you, edified
you ...and now, like the one who wouldn't stay for breakfast, is
about to leave, just as the going gets tough. It's finals time, folks .
lime to hit the books.
But Cole! I hear you cry, The staff spent hours and hours,
every week, churning out news, commentary, and those cute little
cartoons, just for us! We can't live without you! Don't stop now!
Alas, gentle readers, it must be so. But don't worry. We'll
be back next year.
Fat lot ofgood that does us! What about next week? I'm
an addict! I can't live without it! I NEED the Opinion!
Every rose has it's thorn, kids. The year's over. Deal
with it.
Fine. Fine. You know, I always liked the Law Review
better, anyway.
Okay, whatever. But we'll be back next year.. .and it's
time to let you in on a few of our trade secrets of the future. Over
the summer, the Opinion will be planning, plotting, and politicking,
girding itself to meet the ever-increasing, serialized needs of the
thriving UB Law community.
Our first priority (and it really is a priority) is a revamping
of our advertising department. Since the new regime has taken
over the Opinion, there has been little to no (emphasis on the "no")
advertising in this paper. This is because no one stepped forward
to do it, despite repeated requests on the part of the powers that be.
It was then decided that it was more important to provide a
consistent, interesting publication, to serve as the primary
communicative conduit for the law school. However, the Opinion
staff has not been unmindful of the serious problem presented to
us all hy a lack a Bar Review advertising.

Over the summer, the Editor-In-Chief will be
coordinating a system of commissioned advertising, so that law
students (who have little or no incentive to hit the pavement and
contract an ad from Central Park Grill), will no longer have to
provide this service. In a goodwill gesture to the larger UB
Community, we are offering these positions to the newly formed
pre-law undergrad group at SUNY B. This way, law students don't
have to deal with advertising, and pre-law students get real law
school experience.
According to our plans, the paper should operate not only
in the black next year, but we will be able to afford a significant
upgrade of our office's less-than-state-of-the-art computer
equipment (you'd think a newspaper at progressive law school
would have something a little fancier than Wordperfect 5.1 on it's
hard drive). The goal is to leave the old system lying in the dust.
That way, whomever takes over the Opinion in Fall '99 has a
workable advertising system to fund the paper, and equipment to
do a top-notch job of producing it.
More immediately, the Opinion will create an orientation
issue over this summer, to welcome the incoming students.
ATfENTION LEADERS OF STUDENT GROUPS: We would
like to have information on all the student groups in this orientation
issue. This way, students will be presented the information about
their new school in a friendly, accessible format (efforts will be
made to assure the readability and entertainment level of this
special issue). Only the Moot Court and the Law Review get to
speak at the Orientation meeting, but the Opinion can assure both
your group, and incoming students, that the full panorama of
available activities will be presented to students as soon and as
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Editorial... Continued from page 2
engagingly as possible.
And of course, the Opinion is actively seeking new staff,
to make our paper a true forum for non-biased, community
expression. Ideally, we will have a Minority Affairs Editor (or a
bunch of Editors for any single or combination of minority affairs
they choose to cover), a Sports Editor, two News Editors, and a
slew of new columnists and cartoonists. We already have plans
for an advice column (sent to us by two ambitious students), and
a Features Writer (who hopefully will be cajoled into being an
Editor). Remember: it's better to have everyone contribute once
than to have the same five people contributing every issue.
We would also like to have every student group appoint
one member to be the "Opinion liaison," so that we always have
timely and accurate information regarding everyone from the
Asian American Law StudentsAssociation to the Students of Law
for Animal Rights. If student leaders have any questions about
this, feel free to contact me (Cole).
The staff had a good, productive time working on the
Opinion this semester. Last week, we sent in UB Law's entry to
the American Bar Association/Law Student Division Newspaper
Contest. The results won't be announced until this summer, at
the ABA conference in Toronto, but we're keeping our fingers
crossed. Actually, we're preparing our fingers for whatever gesture
may be appropriate when they announce the results ... rest assured
we will keep you posted if we win.
I would like to take, of course, this very cliche
opportunity to thank the people who made the Opinion such a
success this semester. In particular, Russ Klein and Ken Grant
come to mind. Without them, my theories regarding weekly
publication might never have come to fruition. I would also like
to thank the many columnists who contributed to their law school
newspaper, who made a diverse and passionate forum for
discourse. This goes out especially to Adam Perri, who took a
licking and kept on ticking, like the goodmoujik he knows himself
at heart to be (hey, he's not the only russophile around here .. .just
one of the better ones).
Might I add, and I'm not getting paid to say this, that
Makin' Copies did a consistent, excellent job of getting us our
paper on time, always. I highly recommend them .
Next year, we may be on newsprint, it's hard to say right
now; public opinion seems divided over the issue. But either
way, look for the Opinion nestled in your boxes that first week of
school. For those of you who always throw the damn paper out,
there will be a special box for you, labelled "I have no Opinion,"
right next to the recycling bins.
What kind of a law student doesn't read the paper?
Have a good summer. Congratulations to the graduates.
To the class of '99, one more year to go--let's make it a good one.
--S.A Cole, 2L

Translation of Motto:
"I'm second in line. I'm the
leader of the followers"
(Howie Bcycr - lu1urc IL?)

WE qor LETTERS!
Dear Editor ofthe Opinion...
I would like to address Mike Cerrone's April 6th letter to
the Opinion. Cerrone says he is supportive of gay rights, but he
does not think immigration benefits should be given to partners of
gay and lesbian people at this time. Cerrone's reason for withholding
equal (not preferential) immigration rights from partners of gay
and lesbian people is because gay and lesbian partners are not
allowed to marry.
Specifically, Cerrone said, "However, in the absence of
widespread recognition of gay marriages in the United States, gay
partners should not be given a preferential immigration status. Gay
rights advocates should concentrate their reform efforts in the
domain of family law first and immigration law will follow."
First, gay and lesbian partners do not want preferential
immigration status. Straight couples already have prderential
immigration status. Gay and lesbian couples want equal treatment.
That would mean removing the preferential status accorded straight
couples or providing gay and lesbian couples with benefits that
already exist for straight couples.
Second, marriage is not the only way to determine whether
or not people belong to a family. Some gay and lesbian couples
have commitment ceremonies, get benefits from their partner's
health insurance policies, and adopt children. These are only some
of the way to meet the heterosexual definition of family.
Third, there are people who do not want to make benefits
contingent upon marriage. Cerrone assumes that all people want
to continue rewarding the union of two people by conferring benefits
on them. Concentrating our reform efforts on something not all of
us want buys into the existing model without leaving room for other
opinions. It also assumes that the gay and lesbian voice on this
issue is or should be unified behind the heterosexual model.
Cerrone's assertion that gay rights advocates should
concentrate their reform efforts in certain places assumes gay and
lesbian people should be the only ones taking up this fight. I am
reminded of the quote by Pastor Martin Neimoller:
"In German they first came for the communists, and/ didn~
speak up because I wasn't a communist. Then they came
for the Jews, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a
Jew... Then they came for the Catholics, and I didn t speak
up because I was a Protestant. Then they came for me-
and by that time no one was left to speak up. "
Each of us is responsible for fighting oppression and
injustice when we see it. We are especially responsible when we
call ourselves supportive of something.
We define family in more ways than couplehood. Families
include parents and children too. Immigration law recognizes this .
If we can expand immigration status from allowing the spouse of a
citizen preferential immigration treatment to allowing parents and
children of a citizen preferential immigration treatment, why do
we not also allow the partner of a citizen that same treatment? That
would allow equal preferential treatment from the ones who already
receive it.

Continued on page 4
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letters to the editor. .. Continued from page 3
Lavi Soloway pointed out that straight couples do not have
to been married to get preferential treatment. Engagement can he
proof enough to garner an expedited immigration and naturalization
process.
Cerrone also said, "If we add a new category of preferential
immigration status that can he faked , like gay partnership, it could
lead to even more abuse and defrauding of the immigration laws."
If Cerrone has three years of experience in immigration
related fields he must he aware that fraud occurs in immigration
law when an immigrant, regardless of orientation, marries a citizen
of the opposite sex solely to receive preferential immigration status.
By allowing gay and lesbian partners equal immigration
rights, we will be doing away with fraudulent marriages committed
by gay and lesbian immigrants.
The problem of fraud seems to me to lie in the requirement
of marriage, not in the sexual orientation of the immigrant. It makes
more sense to eliminate the restriction against gay and lesbian
partners if the goal is to cut down on marriage fraud because those
gay and lesbian people who fake a marriage will not have to fake it
any more to be allowed to immigrate.
Finally, not once did Cerrone mention lesbians in his letter.
He spoke only about gay partners, gay marriages, and gay rights. I
am frustrated at being ignored by Cerrone's insensitive use of
language that marginalizes women. Please be aware that some gay
women call themsdves lesbians and prefer to be addressed that
way.

Tennessee Dickenson, 2L
This lt!tter is in response to Mike Cerrone's letter to the
Opinion concerning immigration law as it relates to gay men and
lesbians. He stated that, in his opinion, gay rights advocates "need
to: ( l) change the landscape of family law in the United States, (2)
assess the need for such a category of immigrant status -- are there
really that many gay partners outside of the United States who desire
to immigrate.! together?, and (3) study the effects of such a new
immigrant category on fraud and abuse of the immigration laws."
Mr. Cerrone states that he is "supportive of gay rights"
and I certainly welcome this statement. However, I do question
what his definition of gay rights really means. Does it not include
the ability to choose one's partner and to havt! the option of living
in the same country? I would certainly hope that a "gay rights"
position would include such a fundamental choice.
Mr. Cerrone states that gay rights advocates need to change
the landscape of family law. Of course, gay and lesbian advocates
are addressing "family law" issues. And furthermore, immigration
law is family law to thousands of U.S. citizens of all sexual
orientations. Battles must be fought on all fronts and many of us
simply don 't have the luxury of "concentrat[ing] (our] reform efforts
in the domain of family law first and immigration law will follow,"
as Mr. Cerrone suggests.
For many, this is far more than a
theoretical debate - Real people, right now, are currently affected
by the exclusionary policies.
Furthermore, putting immigration law on the hack burner
only creates a hierarchy within the gay and lesbian community,
favoring the concerns of those who are fortunate enough to fall in
love with a U.S. citizen. This, I would argue, is not the aim of a
liberatory movement.
Second, how many people must he affected by a

discriminatory policy before action is warranted? A few million?
A few thousand? A few hundred? Is there a magic threshold where
an issue suddenly affects enough people to make it worthwhile?
The fact is that there are literally thousands of gay and
lesbian partners of U.S. citizens faced with excruciating choices.
Does the "alien" become "illegal" in order to stay with the woman
she loves? Does she go back to ht!r country of origin and keep
trying to work within a system which is stacked against her? As
was stated earlier, immigration law is family law for thousands
and thousands of gay men and lesbians, as it is for thousands and
thousands of heterosexuals.
The potential "administrative problems" and "fraud" that
could result from according gay and lesbian partners immigration
benefits equivalent to their heterosexual counterparts is a
diversionary argument. For example, this same kind of argument
is often used to combat efforts for domestic partnership benefits.
Immigration fraud exists now. It exists within heterosexual
marriages, and it certainly exists within corporate immigration
activities. Of course, there is no effort underway to eliminate these
avenues of immigration.
There is no reason to believe that gay and lesbian
partnerships would produce a greater extent of fraud. I would
venture a guess that flocks of potential immigrants are not going
to be claiming a new, false gay or lesbian identity for immigration
status. Will some? Sure they will. But I highly doubt, with a
homophobic environment within the U.S. (despite noticeable
progress) and with often homophobic countries of origin, that scores
will come forward . Probably far far less fraud than within the
highly praised and coveted heterosexual union.
Finally, it is worthwhile to briefly address the distinction
between "legal" and "illegal" immigration. It is incontrovertible
that those with educational, class, national origin, and yes,
heterosexual privilege benefit greatly from U.S. immigration
policy, bestowing upon the chosen few, "legal" status. The
categories of "legal" and " illegal" need to be scrutinized and not
just accepted as objective. These are the very categories that gay
and lesbian advocates, as well as numerous others, are calling into
question . They are highly subjective and cannot be dismissed for
other than what they are - choices made by persons in positions of
power to include and exclude.
This response is meant to challenge certain assumptions
about immigration law as it relates to gay men and lesbians and to
provide a broader perspective on the policies affecting gay and
lesbian partners of U.S. citizens - here and now, not in a theoretical
future .
Kristin Long, 3L

Dear Readers ...
Thanks for making the Opinion the great
newspaper it was this semester. It would not have
worked without you. We'll be back next year on
Day 1. Meanwhile, if you have anything you'd
like to tell us over the summer, you can co·ntact us
a r k I e i n @ a cs u . b u ff a I o . e d u or
sacole@acsu.buffalo.edu. See you in da Fall!
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Gomez Puinps It Up

BP/LP /11/0... Continued from page 13
at Latino Worker 's Center of NYC.
CIRCLES Co-Op: Anne Lattime, 2L will be working at
the Women's Rights Center of Warsaw, Poland.
DVTF Co-Op: Kelly Pickering, IL, will be working with
the Lockport, Niagara County Domestic Violence Task Force.

by Denis Uminski
Second year law student Fidel Gomez has been involved
with the VB Drug Free Powerlifting Club since his freshman year
as an undergraduate at the University at Buffalo.
Although he is not currently competing, Fidel is still active
in promoting the club 's activities. He helped organize the club's
first sanctioned meet on March 28 at theAlumniArena and assisted
officials in the conduct of the meet. 87 competitors from the western
end of the state participated. This is the only sanctioned and drug
tested meet run by college students in the United States.

Fidel is shown here
resenting
the
trophy for first
lace
in
the
Women's Division
to Erika Frisbie,
daughter of 2L
enis Uminski.
rika
bench
ressed 185 lbs.

BPILP GARAGE SALE
Stop by and buy what we forgot to put in the Auction!
BPILP will be selling all items that were unfortunately not put
into the auction or have not been claimed on Wednesday, April
22, from 10-4 and Thursday April 23 outside the library. Exciting
and CHEAP items will include artwork, law school review books,
Bar/Bri courses, dance lessons and more!
There will be a general BPI LP organizational meeting
on April 23 at 4:00 in room 209.

Two New Concentrations
by Sol Sandberg
Two new concentrations will be offered in the fall
semester: civil litigation and health law, bringing the number of
concentrations at UB Law to ten. Interested students should contact
the R&R office for more information

Dean Olsen To Become Dean Olsen?

UB To Host Criminal Law
C O Ill p e t i t i o n

by Sol Sandberg
Sources indicate that Dean Olsen has officially applied
to replace Dean Boyer as the head of the UB School of Law.

UB Law will initiate and host what may be the first
intervarsity moot court competition devoted to substantive criminal
law, according to members of the Criminal Law Society. The
competition, planned to be _held in the Spring of 1999, will be
sponsored by the Criminal Law Society and the Criminal Law
Center.
Named after Herbert Weschler, the drafter of the Model
Penal Code, the competition will focus on topics in substantive
criminal law, like the constitutionality and interpretation of federal
and state criminal statutes. The competition will also explore topics
related to the Criminal Law Center's federal criminal law reform
project.
The federal criminal law reform project is an effort of the
Criminal Law Center to revise the federal criminal code. The
Criminal Law Center has already held two conferences on the
subject.
According to Richard Staropoli of the Criminal Law
Society, the competition is planned for next March and UB Law
will have its own intramural competition in February.
Staropoli explained that so far a mass mailing has been
sent to a large number of criminal law professors, moot court
directors, and deans announcing the competition.
Staropoli added that there are other schools that have
criminal procedure moot court competitions, but he believed that
none of the competitions were devoted to substantive criminal law.

1Ls -- finals are just around the corner, but remember there's
still the Casenote Competition! Don't let go of that first
year-of-lawschool-induced intestinal fortitude and relentless
quest for legal excellence. Be strong. Do the Casenote. You
know it's the right thing to do .
The Opinion received an unsigned letter in response to last week's
"Bar Review Monopoly" editorial. The writer pointed out that having
a national chain to provide the service is better than having to rely on

SHOWN HERE: Tuition paying students
not relying on UB to prepare them for the bar.
the school.

http://wings.buffalo.edu/law/opinion
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So, my faithful reader(s}, the semester is over, and one
full year of Opinion Anarchist is coming to an end. So with this
final chance of the year (don't worry, I'll be back next year with
my wit, charm, and silky smooth cartoons), I want to address a
variety of cool and not so cool topics of varying degrees of interest
to the average reader.

THE LAW SCHOOL
I've come to one very depressing conclusion over the last
year of working at the Opinion. It can be summed up in these
words: THIS SCHOOL DOES EVERITHING HALF-ASSED .
Have you all ever noticed the University At Buffalo, School
of Law "moot court room?" No? Its a shame. No, it's not a shame
that you haven't seen it. Our moot court room is shame. Its actually
a complete and utter joke. Maybe it's because I had the misfortune
of seeing other law schools before I came to this law school. For
example, I visited the University of Toledo (which is another state
school}, and their moot court room is beautiful. In fact, their whole
law school is far more attractive, distinguished looking, and classy.
This is not to say that there aren' t any things in our law
school that I like. But this is a law school, and you expect a little
better. A good comparison on this campus would be the University's
medical school. There is a classy looking building ... nice carpet,
beautiful student lounge (which incidentally has a pool table and
fooseball table free for students to use}, etc. Our student lounge?
It looks like our moot court room, which is to say its a joke and an
embarrassment .
I was in one of my classes the other day, and there was
garbage strewn across the front of the lecture hall.
The first week of the semester, my friend came up here to
view the law school, because he was considering attending. So I
gave him a tour of the school to show him what it was really like. I
was afraid that each lecture hall that I opened up would have garbage
all over the place. I didn't even want to show him the moot court
room . Remarkably, he still chose to come here next year, but it
was only the sheer size of our library (and maybe my explanations)
that convinced him .
Isn't the administration of this law school even remotely
embarrassed about the way this place looks at times? You would
think so, but they are able to hide themselves away in their beautiful
5th floor lounge, which has nice artwork on the walls, and a pleasant
ambiance (unlike our lounge, which has graffiti, a buzz from the

vending machines, and the bright lights that say "Coke"). Do
they not realize that some students literally spend all day and all
night here? For the amount of money we are paying, we deserve
better. Where is all the money going? There is a rumor of a new
lounge for next semester, with swipe card access. I'll believe it
when I see it. There were rumors of a new lounge when I started
my first year, and they haven't changed this year. It's something
that needs to be done now, not over the summer. And then when
they are done, they can do something about making the rest of the
school (ie the moot court room) look nice too. I know funds are
always limited -- but there are some things that just have to be
dealt with here!
What kind of grading system is HQ Q+ Q- D F? Our
grading system is supposed to be non-competitive. The only way
our grading system is non-competitive is that it makes us non
competitive in the job market . And yet strangely, the grading
system in its current incarnation, is competitive. A true non
competitive grading system would contain the following letters:
"P" and "F" (or substitute whatever you want to represent "pass"
and "fail"). That's all you need. Instead, in an apparent attempt
to make everyone happy, they instituted enough variation in the
grade to ensure a competitive system exists. Instead of making
everyone happy though, no one is happy. You don ' t get much more
half-assed than this .
Now, there are some things about this school that I
actually do like. For example, limiting BAR/BRI to one table a
week is good -- I can't deal with looking at the swarm of helpless
ll.s who think that they need that stuff (partially because of upper
class reps who badger them into thinking that you won't pass your
classes and you won ' t pass the bar unless you take a prep course - their prep course).
I also think some of the professors here are really top
notch, dedicated, etc. I know I grumbled in first year Research
and Writing, but Professor Nichols really forced me to clean up
my writing a lot (Or, as Ralph Wiggum once said on the Simpsons,
"Me fail English? That 's unpossible!"). Professor Filvaroff has
picked up that job in my second year. Professor Miller was fantastic
in the class I took her. Nearly all of the professors I've taken have
been good quality instructors (sorry if I didn't personally name
you) . I mean, sure, its nearly May and I'd like to ·have all my
grades from last semester, but hey ... Plus, some of the people I've
met here have been really cool. So it's not all bad.

Continued on page 7
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Misc. Ramblings... Continued from page 6
Hey, I have a solution! Let's move the law school (if not
downtown) to Hayes Hall on the South Campus. Now there is a
classy looking building worthy of the law school. We would be the
envy of many other law schools, don't you think? It will never
happen. But boy, wouldn't it be nice if it did? Every time I walk by
Hayes Hall, I dream about how everything in O'Brian Hall would
fit perfectly. It's sad, really.

IRELAND
Finally, you may have noticed that this isn't a very political
column this week. I guess I could have written about the big peace
treaty over Northern Ireland (one that I suspect won't last more
than a year -- especially with Ian Paisley's Ulster Unionist Party,
and the Orange Order not supporting it). But there is always hope
that there will be peace, and some day Northern Ireland will revert
back to its rightful controller, Ireland.

PAULA JONES
Paula Jones' case was dismissed a couple of weeks ago.
feel bad for her. Whether or not things transpired the way she claims,
she is being made a tool of right wing fanatics who don't care one
way or another about her. When her case was dismissed, I saw her
"handlers" crying such obvious crocodile tears. Doesn't she see
that she's being used? And when this case is dismissed for good,
she'll be dropped by the wayside by these people who care far more
about "getting" President Clinton than redressing Paula Jones'
grievances.

SoL,4 ~
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FAREWELL FOR THE YEAR

"Tb

Well, that's enough rambling by me. If you have read my
columns and read this one this far, congratulate yourself. You
managed to go through one year of anarchy and peace. ANOK4U2.
I hope you all have a good summer. If you are graduating, congrats.
If not, I hope to see you all back next year, both as readers and
writers. Thanks for making this work.
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STUDENT GROUP LEADERS
The Opinion will be putting together an
Orientaion Issue over the summer, to be
given to lL's during their first week here
at UB. We STRONGLY ENCOURAGE
you to send the Opinion a description of
your organization and Contact people so
that we can make our new class mates
aware of all that UB Law has to offer!
Please send your materials, by August 20,
to:
rklein@acsu.buffalo.edu
or
sacole@acsu.bufTaio.edu. See you in da
Fall!
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Raising Children, Learning the Law
For most, law school is a gauntld hest run while one is
in the position to make it the sole focus of your life. When you're
responsihle for raising and supporting a child, however, there is
no putting your offspring on the hack hurner. Parents who attend
law school have some of the most hectic, and perhaps rewarding,
lives of anyone here at UB . The Opinion talked to some of these
hard workers over the course of the Spring semester, asking how
these students cope, and how they halance their lives.
Next year's SBA President, Tonya Guzman, 2L, is a good
example of this type of halance. Aside from being an SBA rep
this year, Guzman judged for the Moot Court, while commuting
to school from Rochester, and raising the baby she gave birth to
last year during school. For Guzman, her husband is the key player
in her support system .
Guzman is the contact person for the Law School Parents
Support Group at the School. "We haven't really gotten to meet
much ... no one really has the time. And we never have a time
when we can all get together."

2L Michael Cerrone and daughter

But she does
have a sense of how the
law school parents
cope. "We just do it.
Whatever you want to
do, you can do it."
Guzman also has a
strong family network,
and her grandmother
helps with babysitting
when necessary.
This strong
family network is
common
for
the

successful law student and parent.
"I don't know how I'd manage if it wasn't for my wife
and family," said Mike Cerrone, 2L. "Sometimes, you just need
some time off. She's so lively, giggling, walking ... it can take a lot
out of you ."
For those of you who were in last year's section U, you
may rememher when Cerrone was anticipating the birth of his
daughter, now over a year old, while the majority of us were simply
trying to cope with the stress
of Civ Pro and Constitutional
Law. For Cerrone, however,,,,.
last year hrought him an even\
higger challenge than law
school--the responsihility of
hringing up a new hahy.
"My wife
student, too," said Cerrone.
"We live near my parents, and
they help us with hahysitting.
The teamwork is incredihle .
It's the only way I could do it."
Cerronc's girl, a future
Of course, there are
law studcm "!
some sacrifices. " Other
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students, they do extra things. When you have a bahy, you don't
do those extra things. You go home, and you take care of her. But
it's worth it.
"I don't know how someone could do it alone," concluded
Cerrone.
For most of us, who don't know how anyone could do it
at all, so Cerrone's comment could be made of anyone raising
children and trying to navigate their way through law school. But
Cerrone also said, "You just get it done, you do what you have to
do," and that's what single parents in law school do.
One such single parent in Sheila Dickinson, IL. Sheila,
an older student who had a career in Chemical Dependency
counseling before she decided to come to law school, has four
children, ages 9-19. She is raising them on her own.
"It's
really
difficult, in law school,
because not many people
are in many position, "
said
Dickinson ,
in
interview. "As an older
student, not many people
have had the experience
I've had--and none of
them are in the same
position."
For Dickinson,
having children, and being
an older student, are parts
of the same parcel. It sets
her apart from the average
law student, who at least
has time on the weekends
to go out, grab a beer, and
socialize with their peers.
But for Dickinson, who is
balancing law school with
her roles as a mother and
homemaker, the weekends
2LPaul Barr 's children,
are when she cleans house,
Shannon, Chelsea, and
Thomas...
or spends time with her children.
Dickinson has, however, found a core group of older
students who can at least identify with her position. 'There are
about four of us ... we hang out at the back of the classroom. They're
very supportive. It's nice to be with people who understand."
Paul Barr found understanding to he an important part of
balancing his law school career with his role as a father of three.
Barr, a 2L, brought his youngest child, a toddler, to Research and
Writing once last year. It was either bring the child, or skip class.
When Barr entered the room with his son (see the picture ...he's
the smallest one), Professor Constantine said, "You've got to be
kidding. "
"But just a little while later," Barr concluded_the tale with
a grin, "She was teaching the class while holding him in her arms."

hyS.A. Cole

~mages In Malel
The author of Images in Malt; not feeling particularly ornery this
week, turns his attention to a forgotten historical episode that
illustrates the interplay of ideology and scholarly inquiry.
In the 1920s and 1930s, Soviet agriculture attempted to
recover from the multiple shocks of Russian Revolution, the Civil
War, and the collectivization of agriculture. The study and
application of Mendelian genetics in this period contributed to the
development of hardier and more prolific crop strains•, and Soviet
biologists could claim that the work they performed was on the
cutting edge of biological research. The achievements of Soviet
genetics were so enviable that Moscow was selected as the venue
for the 1937 Genetics Conference.2 At the time, many Soviet and
most foreign biologists accepted the chromosomal theory of
heredity, in which a organism's inherited and inheritable traits
resided in a "hereditary substance" that was unaffected by the
external environment that shaped or altered the organism itself.
Applying this theory of heredity, Soviet agro-biologists enjoyed
some success in mixing two different strains of grain into distinct
strains that exhibited desirable traits from both.
In the summer of 1948, a curious speech at the Lenin
Academy of Agricultural Sciences (VASKhlL) marked the
destruction of the study of genetics in the Soviet Union .3 A
conference held at the Academy in July and August of 1948
discussed various theories of biology and genetics as they relate to
agronomy. At the end of the conference, Trofim Lysenko, the
President of YASKhlL, announced that genetics as previously
conceived was flawed, reactionary, and "alien to the world outlook
of a Soviet citizen."4 In his speech, Lysenko insisted upon a new
Soviet biology that would deny the importance of genes in heredity,
and accept the inheritability of acquired characteristics. In his
own words:
We, the representatives of the Soviet [biological] concept,
maintain that the inheritance of characteristics acquired
by plants and animals in the process of their development
is possible and necessary. [...] every biologist [possesses]
the means for controlling the nature of plant and animal
organisms, the means for modifying it in a direction
necessary for practical work through a control of the
conditions of Iife[.]5
Lysenko went on to deny the hereditary theory of the origin of
species, and offered the results of various experiments with the
"vernalization" of winter wheat to establish that a seed's
environment can be manipulated and controlled to induce changes
in the strain within two to three generations. 6 [It is important to
recognize that Lysenko insisted that changes in the strain came from
the changes to the organism of the seed resulting from external
forces. Lysenko insisted that changes to the strain did NOT come
from natural selection/competition, in which the seed with the genes
for characteristics making it most likely to thrive in a given
environment would thrive and multiply. While espousing
Darwinism, Lysenko dismissed natural selection as an erroneous
Malthusian aberration in Darwinian thought.
Instead'.
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characteristics acquired during life were passed along to offspring.
This is a Lamarckian view, even though Lysenko was careful to
eschew explicit mention of Lamarck.]
At the end of his speech, Lysenko announced that his
views of biology had the support of Stalin and the Central
Committee of the Communist Party. [While his support in the
Central Committee was tenuous, Stalin himself had edikd drafts
of Lysenko's speech, and made changes.7) This announcement
put the geneticists on notice that bad days lay ahead. Several
scientists recanted the favorable views of genetics they had
expressed at the conference a few days before, and many Soviet
agro-biologists and geneticists lost their jobs and were banished
from the community of scholars. Biology was the first science to
receive instruction from the Party on how it should unfold. The
other sciences received similar instructions in subsequent years.
Why did Stalin and the Communist Party care about the
substance of biological theories? Communism claimed for itself
the prerogative to remake the human race and re-form the human
species. In order to do so, the human clay remolded in the hands
of the party must be susceptible to such reforming . Inherited,
genetic characteristics could not be manipulated by altering the
social setting in which they appeared. The Bolshevik revolution
and the subsequent world revolutions expected to follow claimed
to have swept away all the socially constructed principles of human
life that men had previously ascribed to natural law. And yet, the
discoveries and triumphs of a handful of scientists opened the
possibility that biological organisms possess qualities that make
them difficult to play like a harpsichord, or operate like a
marionette. A totalitarian movement cannot tolerate a heresy in
its midst. For the Soviet regime to last, genetics had to die. The
only heartening part of this story is that Lysenko now occupies an
ignominious place on the ash-heap of history. We can only hope
that ruthless people in our own age who employ their skills and
energies to compel ideological conformity in a scholarly
environment share a similar destination.
by Adam Perri

Footnotes
1

This cursory summary of the beliefs of the "Mendclist-Morganist " school of
genetics is grossly simplified, and relies primarily on the explanations of
" Mendelist-Morganist" beliefs offered by harshest critics of those beliefs. The
author asks the indulgence of any scientific minds shocked at the inadequacies of
this summary, and refers those interested in the subject of the Soviet gene1ics
controversy to JULIAN S. HUXLEY, SOVIET GENETICS AND WORLD
SCIENCE: LYSENKO AND THE MEANING OF HEREDITY (1949).
1 The conference was canceled at the eleventh hour, reputedly from fears that any
discussion of genetics could be associated with the more rndical and pernicious
theories of genetics emanating from Nazi Germany.
' I 948 marked the culmination, not the beginning of Lysenko 's assault on genetics.
As early as 1935 he had vilified biologists of the geneticist camp.
' CONWAY ZIRKLE, DEATH OF A SCIENCE IN RUSSIA : ( 1949). 130
J CONWAY ZIRKLE, DEATH OF A SCIENCE IN RUSSIA, /07.
•The experimenls ofLysenko and Michurin, another biologist, with winter wheal
are described in CONWAY ZIRKLE, DEATH OF A SCIENCE IN RUSSIA,
probably on 17.
7
KJRILL RUSSIANOV, STALIN AS LYSENKO 'S EDITOR: RESHAPING
POLITICAL DISCOURSE IN SOVIET SCIENCE, a1>ailable al http://
m11.se.jhu.edu/demo/configurations/1.3rossianov.html.

Have a good summer break.
Work hard, play easy.
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Submitted by Katie McDowell

The Good Angel
by Rafael Alberti
The one I wanted came,
he one I called.
Not the one who sweeps away defenseless skies,
stars without homes,
moons without a country,
snows.
The kind of snows that fall from a hand,
a name,
a dream,
a face .
Not the one who tied death
to his hair.
The one I wanted.
Without scraping air,
without wounding leaves or shaking windowpanes.
The one who tied silence
to his hair.
To scoop out, without hurting me,
a shoreline of sweet light inside my chest
so that my soul could sail.
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There were two ships...one had
red paint, one had blue paint.
They collided. At last report, the
survivors were marooned...
10

Considering Leaving Law School
If you are approaching the end of your first year and don't
really want to be a lawyer, but are remaining because you ' ve been
sold on the "what a great education law school is" argument, this is
your last and best chance to take a leave of absence or quit with
minimum losses of time, money and emotional drain-- while main
taining some of the intangible benefits of a legal education.
· · The decision to leave law school is a grave one
and I am not advocating it. But since the bulk of your friends,
peers, advisors and relatives will advise you on the benefits of stay
ing, someone ought to help you look at the other side.
Law school can represent a real financial burden to you.
If you max out on your student loans, as I have, you'll have in
curred over fifty thousand in debt. If you pay this at the standard
ten year repayment schedule it will cost you around six hundred
dollars a month. If you stretch it out your monthly expense will go
down but your total owed will go up.
Relative to the career options of other less expensive ma
jors; lawyer jobs are often hard to get, don't pay what family mem
bers fantasize, and involve a heavy dues paying process. Yes, their
are many rich lawyers out there and you could be one of them. The
career counselor told me that she is mostly seeing starting jobs of
fering in the thirties. I only know of a few law graduates who are
starting at high salaries like in the 80's. I know of other law gradu
ates who go through prolonged periods of unemployment until they
can find a job. The jobs they have may be only starting in the low
thirties, high twenties, or in a few rare cases far lower. If you hang
in, you may eventually earn "the big bucks." But you may not.
From what I have seen job changes and job dissatisfaction are com
mon among new lawyers.
What if you opt for a "non traditional" career? This op
tion exists but is overrated. It is possible that a JD can be used as
a "spring board." But many of these people in non-traditional
jobs worked as a lawyer first. I think most people who go from law
to a high glamour job were good lawyers and were identified by
someone as having potential. I am very skeptical that a poor de
pressed lawyer will be identified by an employer in another field .
All of the people I've met with non-traditional careers, who also
did not like law, are in jobs that don't require law degrees. This
means that they took the long, hard, and expensive way to get their
current job. Remember that at these non trad career talks all they're
showing you are the people who were positive enough to come here
and tell their stories, not those who were not.
We're told that even if you are not going to be a lawyer,
law school is a great background. You learn how to "glean infor
mation" and obtain some other vague "skills." This may be OK for
some employers, but this is not that realistic in today's job market.
Increasingly everything is becoming more and more specialized,
and potential employee's are expected to have directly relevant train
ing and or experience in a particular field. Almost all of the good
paying jobs require this. I have seen many job listings for people
with knowledge of specific computer languages, but not for people
who are "good gleaners." Most of today's good jobs require spe
cialized knowledge. Even those that don't prefer people who were
trained in that field .
While at UB I've talked with people in other majors to
find out about their career prospects. Computer science undergrads
tell me they expect to start in the forty's; pharmacists tell me any

where between 50 and 75K; occupational therapists and physical
therapists expect 40 to 60K start; public school teacher in the thir
ties. A computer animator in California I know of is now earning
60K. All of these are less intense majors, and you can not do any of
them with a law degree. People commonly rebut the value of these
majors by saying they hit a ceiling quickly. Perhaps. But if you
know anything about economics then you understand that a dollar
today is worth more than one received tomorrow, due to compound
interest. So you may one day surpass that pharmacist's 75K. But if
that pharmacist invested, she'll be ahead. Further, many lawyers
only dream of ever earning 75K.
After completing your first year you have gained the intan
gibles of law school. You now know some basic legal concepts and
have an idea where to find them if you don't.
Law school is not a vocational school. You will not come
out of school ready to do a job as someone with a paralegal degree,
or a computer science degree. You are receiving a passport into a
job at a law office or to opening your own law office. You will have
to pay your dues and learn the law on the outside. If this is what you
want, then law school is the right place for you . But if you have
another plan for your life, the joke may be on you . Most other ca
reers require experience and training. Law school and the life of a
lawyer is not what your parents and friends think it is. Leaving here
is a serious decision and I'm not telling you that you should quit just
because you don't want to be a lawyer; but you may want to think
about the real costs in delay of your ultimate career goals, life plans,
and the serious financial setback this mayrepresent for you .
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By Matthew Clabeaux. 3L.

Students Lose In Moot Court Reimbursement Battle
SHOW ME THE MONEY
To my Fellow Classmates,
I am the Judges Chair for the Buffalo Moot Court Board.
As a member of the Buffalo Moot Court Board, I was eligible to
participate in a national moot court competition. Last February,
Tom Kent and I traveled to Florida to compete with law students
from around the country. Initially, I was proud to represent our law
school, and I considered myself lucky to be able to do so. However,
the way in which the school has handled the reimbursement for my
participation in this competition has made me regret my decision
to compete.
Prior to making the trip, Mr. Kent and I had several
discussions with Gloria Pavelijack, the Assistant to the Dean for
Resource Management. Mrs. Pavelijack instructed us to keep all
our receipts so that we would be properly reimbursed. When we
asked Mrs. Pavelijack about transportation between the hotel and
the competition, Mrs . Pavelijack explicitly stated that we should
rent a car if (I) the host school did not provide a shuttle service
between the hotel and the competition, and (2) the competition
was not within walking distance. Not once did she ever mention
the possibility of taking a taxi. In fact, her only advice to us, with
regard to transportation, was that if is was necessary for us to arrange
for transJX>rtation to and from the competition, that we were required
to rent a compact car.
Upon our return, Mr. Kent went to Mrs . Pavelijack to
request a form to which we could attach our receipts and tabulate
our expenses, which we were given. This is where our troubles
began. First, when we turned in the form to Mrs. Pavelijack, she
became argumentative, insisting that we had used the wrong form
for our receipts, despite the fact that we had received the form
from her assistant. Second, due to the fact that I had inadvertently
lost my plane ticket stub, I had to submit other documentation in
order to be reimbursed . Yet, Mrs . Pavelijack, adamantly refused
to submit it, stating that the application would be flatly rejected.
While this may have been true, I was angered by her refusal to
even submit this supplemental documentation, as I would be the
one who would be forced to absorb the cost of the plane ticket, not
her. Thus, since it was my money at stake, I felt that Mrs . Pavelijack
was completely out of line.
In addition, because I lost my plane ticket stub, Mrs.
Pavelijack had the gall to insinuate that I had not even gone to the
competition. Apparently, she was unconvinced by my credit card
bills, containing my signature, from restaurants in Florida, on the
dates of the competition. It was soon to become abundantly clear
that Mrs. Pavelijack was going to fight us over every dime. Every
meal was disputed, and we learned, after the fact, that while the
school would pay for certain meals, tips were not included.
Furthermore, on one occasion, I had eaten at a restaurant instead
of at the banquet. Mrs. Pavelijack immediately took issue with
this expense, informing me that I wa,; obligated to eat at the banquet.
I explained to both Dean Cook and Mrs. Paviljack that I had missed
the dinner at the banquet because I had to pick up a prescription at
the pharmacy before it closed. When I returned to the banquet,
dinner had already heen served. Mrs. Pavelijack then a<;ked me to
tum over the receipts for my doctor 's visit and prescriptions. I
thought that this was a rather odd request , considering that my

medical expenses were absolutely none of her business. When I
informed her that I did not bring them with me because I did not
expect to be reimbursed for these, she stated that she wanted them
"for other reasons." Again, there was doubt.
At one point, Mrs. Pavelijack denied that she ever told
Mr. Kent or myself that we could rent a car, asserting that she had
told us to take a taxi. She then told us that we would probably not
be reimbursed for the car rental, but that she would discuss the
issue with Dean Olsen. I indicated that I would like to be present
during this conversation with Dean Olsen. The reason for this was
simple: having been treated as we had been, I had absolutely no
faith that Mrs. Pavelijack would present our side accurately. During
this same conversation, we also asked Mrs. Pavelijack to provide
us with an itemized statement of the expenses before they were
submitted to Albany for reimbursement. The pufJX>se of this request
was to ·resolve any lingering disputes over certain receipts.
I never was given the opportunity to speak with Dean
Olsen. Moreover, we never received an itemized statement of the
expenses that Mrs . Pavelijack submitted to Albany. For these
reasons, it should come as no surprise that our reimbursement fell
several hundred dollars short of what we spent, with no way of
knowing what was and what wasn't paid for ..
I would like to state that I am deeply offended that there
have been any insinuations, no matter how subtle, that Mr. Kent
and I have been less than honest in our attempt to be reimbursed.
We had represented the law school in a national competition, and
were proud to do so. Yet, upon our return, we encountered open
hostility and doubt. It should be noted that other law students who
have competed nationally have encountered similar problems. I
find this entire situation appalling.
The purpose of this letter is to inform the student body of
the ineptness and confrontational attitude with which a member of
the law school administration has handled this situation. I had
previously heard various stories regarding the poor treatment of
students by other administrators. Now, having seen it first hand, 1
believe. I don ' t see how the law school can expect positive
evaluations with regard to its administration when it treats its
students in such a disrespectful manner. This is truly a shame,
especially considering the law school's enhanced curriculum.
As a soon to be alumnus, I can expect a phone call in the
near future asking me to donate funds to the law school. Before
this incident, I would not have hesitated, as I have, for the most
part, enjoyed my time here. Now, the school will have as hard a
time getting money out of me as I had getting my money out of it.
Or maybe I 'II just tell them to go ahead and spend the money, and
I'll reimburse them .
by Scott Riordan, 3L

THE FINAL CHAPTER
Dear faculty, administration and students:
My name is Thomas M. Kent and I am a 3L. I concur in
Scott Riordan's sentiments regarding our attempt to obtain a
reimbursement for the money we spent in connection with a national
moot court competition. I had hoped that the nightmare would end
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The Final Chapter. .. Continued from page 12
with the submission of our request for reimbursement, but I was
wrong.
We received our reimbursement checks and they appear
to be seve4ral hundred dollars less than what we understood would
be submitted for reimbursement. Since then, I have made numerous
unsuccessful attempts to obtain a copy of what Gloria Paveljack
submitted for reimbursement.
Ready ·to give up on the whole situation, I turned to Dean
Marlene Cook for help on April 15, 1998. She helped Scott and I
in the past with this nightmare, but she stated that she could not
help us obtain the information we sought. She then proceeded to
tell me that they had never had a problem in all the time that they
had dealt with the moot court until Scott and I came along. She
informed me that from now on, students who wish to travel to
competitions will have to sign all sorts of waivers (a bill of rights if
you will) before they travel, including one in which they will have
to agree that if they lose they will have to return home immediately,
rearranging their entire travel schedule. Based on my experience,
taking the time to put things in writing and ensuring that all parties
are properly informed is a good idea. Dean Cook did not agree.
The remainder of the conversation will forever change
my opinion of how students are sometimes treated at our school.
Dean Cook informed me that Scott and I will be remembered at the
University at Buffalo, School of Law for the problem we supposedly
created and the "bad" changes it inspired. So, by her account, the
legacy we leave behind will be a detriment to students. If I
understand this correctly, Dean Cook and Gloria Paveljack have
identified the root of the "problem", an utter lack of organization,
guidelines and willingness to work with us, and the "bad changes"
that need to be made, written guidelines and ensuring that all parties
are informed. As a result of that, Scott and I will some how be
remembered as the bad guys. If that is how Dean Cook and Gloria
Paveljack want to view it, then so be it. I give up! I just hope that
any of you who are willing to sacrifice your time to write a brief,
travel to a national competition, represent your school at several
rounds of oral argument, and defeat other law schools to help
establish a national reputation for our school do not ever have to
go through what we have been through.
Change and the students who inspire it should not be
looked down upon. Those who oppose change should not attempt
to create the impression that they are being forced into it by no
fault of their own. The problems we had to deal with existed long
before we ever made plans to travel to a national competition. I
ask that the faculty and administration keep in mind that no student
should ever be made to feel that they are wrong to bring a problem
to the attention of those responsible for creating it and ultimately
correcting it.
Lastly, I can assure the faculty, administration and students
that the legacy Scott and I will leave behind, contrary to what Dean
Cook may think, will be one of hard work, a commitment to
excellence and long legal careers that will bring honor and
recognition to the University at Buffalo, School of Law.
by Thomas M. Kent, 3L

I wish you well during the examination
period and your summer break.
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Baldy, and the "Health Lab." Your reasons for using the other labs: free
printing, fast machines, quicker computers, and lo "escape students from
law school."

QS: In what way would you like to see the lab improved? Please describe.
A: Some

verbatim responses : " quicker computers, paper" and " Beller
machines, increased oxygen, decreased heat."

Q6: Do you find the internet access on the Lab computers adequate?
A:
Remember the UB Law Computer Survey... Are the results in? Yes!
I'm sure everyone has been waiting with bated breath to discover the results
of the UB Law Computer Survey that appeared in a recent issue of the
Opinion. Well, you can all relax now, because you've responded -your
voice has been heard! .. . The mind-numbingly complex task of tabulating
the vast trove of returned survey cards has finally, after much effort and
Loil, been completed -- and we've molded this sea of raw data into a vast all
encompassing Gestalt, a unified and rigorously exacting portrayal of your
UBComputerlabanschauung,( I) if you will. So without further digression,
here, taken question by hard-hilling question, are your responses :

Ql: What letter grade would you give the UB Law

Lab, based on how

much ii meets your technology computing needs?

A:

It was an even split. Half of you gave the lab a D, the other half (and
you know who you are) gave the lab an F.

Q2:Whal do you think about the administration's new BYOP* policy?
(• Bring Your Own Paper)

A: Well, all responses prominently featured a word that begins with Sand
end with UCKS. You figure it out (we can ' t print stufflike that in a high
minded paper like this). One response suggested that the administration
should "cut administrative salaries" instead of requiring law students to pay
for their own printing. Remember-we, as students of this fine institution,
do pay a technology fee, which conceivably could be made to cover the
cost of printing paper.

* The Opinion s UB Computer Lab printing tip for power users:*
For Mac users: go to the well-equipped lab in the Baldy basement. Theres
about 30 PowerMacs down there, 4 laser printers, the papers free,there's
full internet access, and its quieter than any other Mac lab this Mac users
ever seen. Additionally, th eres the lab in Capen -two rooms chock full o'
PowerMacs (2nd floor in the library). Also, ii has the only two scanners
on campus for all your scannin • needs plus plenty o ' graphics apps, and
lhe paper there is "on the house. "
For PC users: Capen has a PC lab too, for those ofyou on the Win tel side
ofthings. II soften crowded and it s not the quietest place in the world. Bui
the printin' is free 'n easy.

Q3 :Do you primarily use your own computer or do you rely upon those
provided in the lab?
A:Half of you were mostly home users. The other half said you used both
a home and a lab 'puter equally. Some expressed the fact that in the past
they relied on the UB Law Lab for printing. (See above tip.)

Q4:Do you use another campus lab instead of the law school 's lab? If so,
please specify which. Whal arc the reasons you choose lo use this lab over
the lab in the law school'?

A: A lot of you apparently use other labs, some mentioned were the labs in
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You said : "No. Slow access." "Please wail while I download .. ....... "
Apparently the speed of the law lab computers was one pet peeve of many
of the law school's UB Compulab-usin • 1-nel surfers.

Q7: What computing platform do you use al the Lab?
A :The answer was a resounding "the PCs." Mac users, your silence here is
not golden. (In fact, gentle reader, I, your humble servant and card-carrying
Opinion staff member, I am the only person I know who uses the Mac side
o ' the Law Lab.)

QS: What computing platform do you prefer lo use/ use at home?
A : There

was, oddly enough, a 50-50 split between the responses we
received . Half of you use IBM Mainframes at home! The others identified
themselves as PC users. We did not hear from any Commodore 64 users.
Bui we know you are out there ...

Q9:Whal is your prefered word processing application and version?
A : All

I can say is "Where do you want lo go today?" You guys are big
Microsoft fans apparently. ALL responses to this question were ALL
identical : 100% of you answered "Microsoft Word." Monopolistic practices
or mere coincidence? You be the judge. (2)

Explanatory notes:
(1) UBcompulcrlabanschauung = from the German feminine noun
"Weltanschauung," which itself is derived from the feminine noun "die Welt"
(the world) and " anschauen" (lo view). (Hint : Wellanschauung means
'worldview' or 'view ofthe world.' So, UBcomputerlabanschauung means
'computer lab view' or 'view ofthe UB computer lab. 1
[2) NB: The results of this survey may perhaps not be an entire.ly 100%
accurate representation of your views on the UB Computer Lab. This, please
note, is not for want of investigative accumcn or due dilligence on our part
- we ran the survey, we searched out the lrulh ... Bui we received only a
mere pittance of two returned and completed survey forms. In spite of this
fact, however, we do believe that the views expressed by those who did
respond do, lo a large extent, accurately reflect the views of many al this
school of ours, as concerns the aforementioned Compulab.
by Ken Grant

,::;j~lt_:1
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The Hockey Playoffs ...
by Russ Klein
Well, that time is here . .. It's Stanley Cup lime. Since this indeed
Western New York we are dealing with, I bet a lot of you are interested in
knowing who will and who will not succeed in the playoffs -- particularly
as it relates to the Sabres.
Because of the way the seeding works in the NHL, the Sabres
could end up playing Washington or Boston, either as the home team or the
away team (they are tied for 4th place with Washington, but the Capitals
have the tie breaker by virtue of more victories -- and Boston, which also
would have the tie breaker with the Sabres, is just behind in 6th place).

Put ii quite simply, the Sabres do not look like a true contender
to the Stanley Cup finals. II is true that a team with a hot goallender can
ride that goalie to the cup. But the Sabres are not a good enough team to
ride a hot goallender anywhere. Hasek can only get them so far. If they
end up playing Washington in the first round, then the Sabres have a
legitimate chance. I think they can beat the Capitals in 6 games max.
Boston on the other hand is going to be a big problem. If the Sabres have
to play the Bruins, you are talking about a team with a nice mix of vet
leadership (like Borque), and exciting youth (like Samsanov) all around
their team. Plus they have adequate goaltending -- enough to beat back
Buffalo's lackluster attack. Regardless, after the first round, there are a
punishing array of teams left in the East lo insure that the Sabres don't
make it to the finals (of course, its difficull to predict far ahead in these
things.
As for the rest of the East, you have to like the Devils. When it
comes to goallending, they have the same situation of Buffalo - a top notch
netminder mimed Brodeur who has already won a cup. Unlike Buffalo,
they play a much more efficient game and trap defense. They also have a
better offensive potential -- especially if Doug Gilmour is healthy and Jason
Arnott snaps out of it and realizes his potential.
The Flyers are the same big hitting team as they were last year.
Lindros is back from his concussion he suffered last month (though he is a
bit rusty). The Flyers goallending situation is no better than it was last
year or the year before or the year... They needed to acquire a money
goallender, and ended up with Burke. Burke and Hextall will not get you
a cup.
As for the other teams in the East, I don't expect any of them to
be serious threats to go to the finals. Montreal looked hot for part of the
year, but they have leveled off. Ottawa doesn't score enough goals and
doesn't have a New Jersey-like defense to get away with it. Boston is a
year away (especially of Thornton develops like he was supposed lo).
Pittsburgh? They're making a nice run, but they remind me of a team
running on adrenalin (and in this case, Jagr's constant sulking). Boohoo,
Pittsburgh, Super Mario is not coming back.
The West contains a strange mix of legit contenders and teams
that have no business being in the playoffs. Dallas looks hot this year -
they are in a tight race (with the Devils and Red Wings) for the Presidents
Trophy (for the best record). Something tells me they aren't going to the
finals this year. ..
. . .Because I think it's either going 10 be Detroit or Colorado.
Detroit is running on post-Konstantinov adrenalin (for those who don't
recall, shortly after they won the cup, Red Wings defenseman Vladamir
Konstantinov was seriously injured, along with the team masseuse in a car
accident). They simply seem dominant this year.
Colorado seems out of gas. Here we had a team that was poised
to become the next big dynasty in the NHL, and they seem disinterested.
Don't count them out though. They have 4 big first round draft picks
when the season is over. They'll be back.
Finally, as for St Louis, Los Angeles, Phoenix, Edmonton, and
San Jose -- forget about it. No chance. San Jose? They have a team there?
Of course, who am I to talk? I'm a Rangers fan . My team
ullerly sucked this year. Wayne Gretzky should win an iron cross for putting
up with such a lousy team . Sure, Potvin sucks, but not nearly as much as
the Rangers did this year.
As for the awards, here's my quick run down. Hasek will win
the Hart trophy (MVP), Brodeur will win the Vezina trophy (best
goallender), Jagr will (if I remember the stats correctly) win the Art Ross
Trophy (top scorer in the league), Lidstrom will win the Norris Trophy
(best defenseman), and coach of the year will NOT be Colin Campbell.
Red Wings will repeat as Stanley Cup champs, and Vlady will be wheeled
onto the ice (in his wheel chair) at the end of the finals to deafening cheers
from the crowd .
Vincent LeCavaleir and David Legwand will be the first two
players drafted in the entry draft this summer, and if I am lucky, the new
Nashville Predators will draft Jeff Finley from the Rangers in the expansion
draft.

15

In Your Neighborhood presents ... Focus on "Patent Specialists in Your
Neighborhood"

These are the
people in your
neighborhood...
•
your
... in
neighborhood...
Professor Michael J. Meurer
after having made many disclosures
enabling the students of his class to
better comprehend the law ofpatents
in the best mode possible.

... The people that
you meet, while
you 're walking
down the street...
The people that
you meet each
day!

Joe Young, 2L: Non-obviousness personified.

PERSONALS
From : Sharon Entress
To: Valerie Milonas
Thanks for being the best friend ever. This school is going
to miss you (and so am I!) . You are going to he a great lawyer.
Good luck this summer and keep in touch!
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